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Summary: In Microsoft Office Excel 2007, the ability to synchronize the data between a table and a list in Microsoft
Windows SharePoint Services is deprecated. This article describes an add-in that enables you to update the information in a
SharePoint list from Excel 2007.
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Applies to: Microsoft Office Excel 2007, Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services 3.0

Download Excel 2007 Add-in: Synchronizing Tables with SharePoint Lists [
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?Familyld=25836E52-1892-4E17-AC08-5DF13CFC5295&displaylang=en ]
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Overview

In Microsoft Office Excel 2003, you can connect to (read from) and update (write to) lists that reside on SharePoint sites.
This allows you to keep the information in your Excel 2003 tables synchronized with the information that appears on the
SharePoint site.

In Microsoft Office Excel 2007, the ability to update the information in SharePoint lists from Excel is deprecated. Instead,
Microsoft Office Access 2007 is the recommended platform for writing data to SharePoint lists and for using lists offline.

Updating SharePoint Lists in Excel 2007

In Office Excel 2007, the ability to update SharePoint lists changed in the following ways:
e Existing files from Office Excel 2003 load and continue to support update functionality when opened in Excel 2007.

e Lists that link to a SharePoint site are converted to read-only tables when you save existing files to the new Open
XML file formats.

e It is still possible to publish a table to SharePoint lists; however, this is a one-time write operation to Microsoft
Windows SharePoint Services 3.0.

Before you despair, Jon Adams created an Office Excel 2007 add-in, Excel 2007 Add-in: Synchronizing Tables with
SharePoint Lists [ http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?Familyld=25836E52-1892-4E17-AC08-
5DF13CFC5295&displaylang=en ], which adds a button to the Table Tools tab on the Office Fluent Ribbon. This add-in
allows you to publish a read-write list to Windows SharePoint Services. Note that you cannot save the workbook in the new
Office Open XML Formats. Instead, to retain the functionality, you need to save the workbook in the Excel 97-2003 (Biff8)
file format.
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Add-In

To install the add-in for use in Office Excel 2007

1. Download and install the Excel 2007 Add-in: Synchronizing Tables with SharePoint Lists [
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?Familyld=25836E52-1892-4E17-AC08-
5DF13CFC5295&displaylang=en ] .

2. Start Office Excel 2007.
3. Click the Microsoft Office Button, click Excel Options, and then click the Add-Ins tab.
4. Select Excel Add-ins in the Manage drop-down list and click Go.

5. In the Add-Ins dialog box, click Browse, navigate to the Excel 2007 SharePoint List Synchronizing Add-in, and
then click OK.

6. In the Add-Ins dialog box, verify that the SynchronizeWSSandExcel option is selected and then click OK.

Figure 1. The Add-Ins dialog with the Rwsplist option selected
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Using the add-in is simple, as you see in the following steps.
To add the add-in to a workbook

1. Save the workbook in the Excel 97-2003 (BIFF8) file format by clicking the Microsoft Office Button, pointing to
Save As, and then clicking Excel 97-2003 Workbook.

2. Specify a file name, and then click Save.

To publish the table to a SharePoint list
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1. Highlight the table. The Table Tools label is displayed above the Design tab.
2. Click the Design tab.
3. In the SharePoint group, click Publish and allow Sync.

Figure 2. The Publish and allow Sync button on the Design tab
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4. In the Export Table to SharePoint R/W List dialog box, in the Address text box, type in the page address on
the SharePoint site where you want to publish the list.

Figure 3. The Export Table to SharePoint R/W List dialog box
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5. In the Name text box, type in the name of the list and, optionally, type a description for the list.

6. Click Publish. Navigate to the page that you specified earlier in SharePoint site and verify that the list published.
To update the SharePoint list

1. In the table in the workbook, make the changes to the data.

2. With the pointer in the table, right-click, point to Table, and click Synchronize with SharePoint.

Figure 4. The Synchronize with SharePoint option
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3. In the browser, refresh the list and observe that the list reflects the changes.

Conclusion

Although the ability to update SharePoint lists from Office Excel 2007 is deprecated in favor of publishing and synchronizing
lists using Office Access 2007, you can use the Excel 2007 SharePoint List Synchronizing Add-in to update SharePoint lists
from Office Excel 2007.

Additional Resources

e Excel 2007 Add-in: Synchronizing Tables with SharePoint Lists [ http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?
FamilyIld=25836E52-1892-4E17-AC08-5DF13CFC5295&displaylang=en ]

Tags:

How to Sync Excel 2007 with existing wss 3.0 list Last Edit 2:00 PM by Junyan He

1. Thank you for creating add-in. We users all over the world using excel for offline data input to SharePoint
lists.

2. I have installed the Add-In and have some questions:

a. I am confused how to use this add-in with existing lists. When I enter an existing list into the Publish dialog,
I get an error message about the List already existing and recommends that I should rename the list.
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b. I changed the publish macro by commenting out the publish logic. This allows me to sync with existing lists.

' If ListDescription.Value = "" Then

" retUrl = ActiveCell.ListObject.Publish(Array(ServerName.Value, ListName.Value), False)

' Else

' retUrl = ActiveCell.ListObject.Publish(Array(ServerName.Value, ListName.Value, ListDescription.Value), False)
" End If

" If retUrl <> "" Then

ActiveCell.ListObject.Delete

ActiveSheet.ListObjects.Add xISrcExternal, Array(fullServerName, ListName.Value), True, xlYes, listPoint
' Else

' MsgBox "There was an error during publish, please check the server name"

"End If

Unload ExportRWList

3. could you please comment your code

4. could you provide the full source code, I do not understand how you are adding the sync item to the table
drop down list and what code is firing when you select that item.

Noted by Junyan He:The server name's sample is "http://myserver:82",and the list name's sample is
"50EE7790-5768-4AB7-B33D-FCCCO9D5E5SE2".The list name can be copied from Data Connection Attributes-
Definition-Command Text.To get detail information please see KB930006
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/930006/en-us [ http://support.microsoft.com/kb/930006/en-us ] .

Tags: sharepoint excel wss3.0
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